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estrangement intensified when Macardle
took the anti-Treaty side during the Irish
Civil War and was arrested and imprisoned.
Thomas and Winnie made repeated repre-
sentations, much to the Dorothy’s morti-
fication, to the Irish government, pressing
for her release. This does not suggest per-
sonal or total estrangement on both sides.
Dr. Lane argues unconvincingly and at
some length that their representations were
by turn, submissive and patriarchal, missing
the point that underplaying the seriousness
of Dorothy’s political opinions was tacti-
cally the only card that Thomas and Minnie
Macardle could play. Her release was hard-
ly going to be secured if they confirmed she
was a strident republican. 

Dr. Lane is more sure-footed in her
exploitation of a jail journal kept by
Macardle which was uncovered while re-
searching the de Valera papers in the UCD
Archives. She kept this journal while in
prison in 1922-23, and in a skillful inter-
weaving of this and other primary material,
Dr. Lane constructs a convincing narrative
of Macardle’s experiences of the inhuman
conditions that women republican prisoners
endured in captivity during the Civil War,
undermined by their own priggishness that
made personal relationships fraught.
Macardle was convinced of her own
intellectual superiority over most of her
fellow inmates, considering them to be “less
interesting, less rich than my English
friends” (38), and in return, they strongly
disliked her (37). Released in May 1923,
due to ill-health, according to Macardle
herself, and virtually friendless, her jail
sojourn strengthened her republican creden-
tials, at least to her own satisfaction, beset
as she was with self-criticism that she was a
relatively late convert to the cause. 

Reinvigorated, Macardle became a
salaried employee of Sinn Féin, churning
out, with others, republican propaganda
which, Dr. Lane reveals, prompted the
International Red Cross to send in 1923 a

delegation to examine the conditions under
which republican prisoners were held (101).
Lane does not record that the Red Cross
gave the Irish government a clean bill of
health, declined to look into women prison-
ers’ conditions, and firmly repulsed a repub-
lican delegation which landed at their door
in Geneva to protest. In 1924 Macardle
published a short monograph: Tragedies of
Kerry, an examination of National Army
atrocities in Kerry during the Civil War.
According to Dr. Lane many of the
accounts were sensationalized and fictional-
ized, and concludes that Macardle was a
politician and propagandist before she was a
historian— a pointer to the later criticism of
her major work, The Irish Republic.
Appointed director of publicity on the
foundation of the Fianna Fáil party in early
1926, she soon resigned that position on
health grounds and then left the party
executive when Fianna Fáil TDs took the
oath of allegiance and entered the Dáil in
August 1927. Macardle, nevertheless, re-
mained an enthusiastic supporter and friend
of de Valera while being critical of the
constitutional and legislative changes intro-
duced in the 1930s that diminished the
status of women in society. Lane asserts
that Macardle’s superior education and ex-
posure to culture, left her better able than
others to deal with state engendered dis-
crimination against women (13)—that the
resilience of the overwhelming mass of
Irish women should be dismissed in such a
manner is surprising. According to Dr Lane,
one occasion when her access to de Valera
might have paid dividends was during the
controversy over proposals in the draft 1937
Constitution which emphasized the import-
ance of the domestic role of women.
Macardle, while publicly associating with
feminist criticism, soft-pedaled in private
correspondence with de Valera, aware that
his obduracy would not lead to any substan-
tive reconsideration. 

Nobody’s life is entirely consistent, and
one example of inconsistency in Macardle’s
was that she was a member of the Inter-
national PEN Club, founded to foster
intellectual exchange among writers world-
wide, yet in 1926 she was among a group of
women who disrupted performances of
Seán O’Casey’s The Plough and the Stars
in the Abbey Theatre. Historian Maria
Luddy considered that the play’s realistic
depiction of the slums of Dublin was too
brutal for the middle-class protestors (Pros-
titution and Irish Society 1800-1940). As
Lane points out, while the feminist cam-
paign in the 1930s against legislative and
constitutional changes was voluble, the poor
polling results for feminist candidates in the
1938 and 1943 general elections showed
that the concerns of this small coterie did
not resonate with the public. 

Although she was a harsh critic of
British imperialism, Macardle campaigned
against fascism in the 1930s, and during the
Second World War she decamped to Lon-
don to disseminate pro-British propaganda
on the BBC. How this well-known repub-
lican propagandist actually managed to
secure this appointment is not discussed.
While in London Macardle published a
popular gothic novel, Uneasy Freehold
(1941), later renamed The Uninvited, which
was made into a Hollywood film, and
another novel set at the time of the Munich
crises, The Seed was Kind (1944), which
wasn’t. Retrofitting interpretations of her
fiction to fit with known events or opinions
can be a hazardous occupation but Dr. Lane
approaches it with confidence. A third
novel, Dark Enchantment (1953) is dis-
cussed in some detail in the context of
Macardle’s views on the future of humanity.
In a chapter on critiquing gender roles, The
Uninvited, The Seed was Kind and The
Unforeseen (1945) are examined in even
greater detail and in these passages, the
reader would benefit from having some

familiarity with Macardle’s fiction. There is
a missed opportunity to compare and con-
trast the artistic career of her brother
Donald, who was a successful producer,
director and actor, on stage and screen, and
whose debut novel, Thursday’s Child which
was published in the same year as The
Uninvited (1941) was also made into a
successful feature film. 

This biography is essentially an exami-
nation of the public Dorothy Macardle, her
private and family life remains opaque,
which is in part due to the destruction of her
personal papers by her brother Donald after
her death in 1958, Dr. Lane’s close reading
of Macardle’s reportage, plays, fiction,
poetry and what is known of her life pro-
duces a rounded examination of the
development of her political and social
intellect set in the context of the revolution
and the lean years that followed, and is a
welcome addition to the growing historio-
graphy on female activists and feminist
politics in the early years of the state. There
is no doubt that Dorothy Macardle was, to
quote Lane, a “political propagandist, social
commentator and feminist,” but how great
was her influence? A number of pressure
groups that Macardle was active in are
mentioned, but there is little analysis of the
role she played in them or of the influence
these organizations had, if any, on the
development of societal conscience in rela-
tion to the vulnerable and deprived, conse-
quently raises the question of whether
Macardle’s influence was confined solely to
an arguably ineffectual intellectual elite.
Whatever the answer to that question, this
study serves as a timely reminder of how
the equality promised to all citizens in the
1916 Proclamation or the 1919 Democratic
Programme was sacrificed on the altar of
economic and social conservatism in the
Irish state that emerged after 1922.  •

—Independent Scholar 

Reintroducing Douglas HydeReintroducing Douglas HydeReintroducing Douglas HydeReintroducing Douglas Hyde
BY TIMOTHY G. MC MAHON

DOUGLAS HYDE’S My American Jour-
ney is both a beautiful book and a

profoundly important one. Published origi-
nally in Irish as Mo Thurus Go hAmerice in
1937, its audience was limited to readers of
Irish who sought out information on Hyde
or on his most widely known endeavor as
President of the Gaelic League (Conradh na
Gaeilge). Now, a team of experts from Ire-
land, Northern Ireland, and the United
States reintroduces this text in stunning
fashion. Building on new research into
Hyde’s life and career—expertly rendered
in the introduction by Liam Mac Mathú-
na—they provide the first translation into
English, as well as an updated Irish-lang-
uage text, copious footnotes that contextu-
alize Hyde’s narrative of his travels, and
dozens of illustrations, most of which come
from postcards sent home to the Hyde
children during their parents’ eight-month
tour of the United States and Canada in
1905-1906.

Few giants of Irish history have been as
underestimated as Hyde (1860-1949). That
claim rests primarily on a tendency in Irish
historiography to give primacy to political
narratives and party leaders when dis-
cussing different eras (Tone, O’Connell,

Parnell, de Valera, Lemass). Even when we
focus on culture, however, we often
privilege those whose achievements are
recognized for their genius and impact
(Joyce, Yeats, Beckett, Ní Dhomhnaill,
Heaney, Boland). Rarely do any of these
named individuals fit neatly into a particular
box. To claim otherwise would be ahis-
torical, but as President Michael D. Higgins
notes in his Foreword to the present work,
Hyde shaped so many spheres of modern
Irish life (“an idealist, visionary, and
scholar”) that he does not get the study that
he deserves. 

To be sure, Hyde’s name resonates with
many, perhaps because his inaugural speech
to the National Literary Society in 1892
(“The Necessity for De-Anglicising Ire-
land”) is cited frequently in general studies
of the late-nineteenth and twentieth cen-
turies, though its text is far less frequently
analyzed carefully. Its call to reinvigorate
the Irish language and the use of Irish sur-
names and placenames was not a mere
kneejerk response to imposed norms from
the government of the day, but a funda-
mental call for Irish people themselves to
consider who they were and whether they
saw themselves and their place in the world
only or primarily through their relationship
to their near neighbor in Britain. (The

present writer heard the Kenyan intellectual
Ngugi wa Thiong’o, author of Decolonising
the Mind: the Politics of Language in Afri-
can Literature, discussing the profound
legacy of Hyde’s insight in 2018 at a sym-
posium at Mary Immaculate College in
Limerick.) 

Douglas Hyde. 
MY AMERICAN JOURNEY 

FOREWORD BY PRESIDENT MICHAEL D. HIGGINS.
EDITED BY LIAM MAC MATHÚNA, BRIAN Ó
CONCHUBHAIR, NIALL COMER, CUAN Ó
SEIREADÁIN, AND MÁIRE NIC AN BHAIRD.
DUBLIN: UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN PRESS,
2019.

Over the course of his adult years, he
affected so many aspects of modern Ireland
that one might be tempted to wonder
whether he was fictional or real: prize-
winning student; poet, folklorist, and play-
wright; president of the National Literary
Society and later a guarantor of the Irish
Literary Theatre and vice president of the
Irish National Theatre Society; founding
president of the Gaelic League; Senator of
the National University of Ireland and
professor of Irish at University College
Dublin; Senator of the Irish Free State; and

first President of Ireland. Little wonder that
Gareth and Janet Egelson Dunleavy titled
their biography of him Douglas Hyde: A
Maker of Modern Ireland. That work came
out some thirty years ago, but it is a mark of
the still-marginal view of Hyde that so few
books have focused on him since, and that
one of them, the excellent study by Brian
Murphy, is itself titled Forgotten Patriot:
Douglas Hyde and the Foundation of the
Irish Presidency (2017).

Forgotten no more. To begin with,
Murphy’s work appeared as events asso-
ciated with the Decade of Centenaries raised
awareness about the Gaelic revival’s impact
on the revolutionary generation. Further,
Irish-language scholars in Ireland, including
Mac Mathúna (Professor Emeritus at UCD)
and Nic an Bhaird (from Maynooth Uni-
versity), as well as American-based scholars
such as the University of Notre Dame’s Ó
Conchubhair, have benefitted from new and
newly recovered materials from the Gaelic
League, of which Comer—a lecturer in Irish
at Ulster University—is president and Ó
Seireadáin is Curator. Together they reintro-
duce Hyde to present-day readers, demon-
strating some of what made him the fourth
most popular man in Ireland in 1905,
according to a poll of 15,000 readers of the
Irish Independent. (Only John Redmond,
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Hyde dined (twice) with
President Theodore Roosevelt,

met governors, senators, leading
church figures, university

officials and community leaders,
and Irish-American activists.

 

leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party,
Cardinal Michael Logue, and the Arch-
bishop of Dublin, Dr. William Walsh, out-
polled the scholar-activist at that time.)

Hyde comes across as insightful, funny,
engaging, observant, and thankful. His jour-
ney was, after all, a fund-raising trip, and
the New York attorney and philanthropist
John Quinn, to whom Hyde dedicated the
1937 original, oversaw his itinerary. Quinn
had met Hyde, as well as Yeats, a couple of
years earlier when they were all visiting
Lady Gregory. Quinn believed that what the
language and literary movements were
doing in Ireland deserved support, but for
that support to come from Irish Ameri-
cans—especially the growing ranks of well-
off Irish Americans with whom Quinn was
connected—the leading Irish figures would
need to speak directly to them. Yeats
actually went to the US two years before
Hyde, and one of the standard talks on his
tour referenced the Gaelic movement. When
Hyde finally consented to make his own trip
in the autumn of 1905, the ground had been
well prepared. In fact, a robust series of
lectures to university audiences (the honor-
aria from which supported the Hydes over
the eight months of the trip) augmented
public lectures on behalf of the Gaelic
League. All told, they traveled more than

50,000 miles and raised nearly $64,000. The
impact of this money cannot be overstated
in the context of understanding the legacies
of the Gaelic Revival. Arguably the
League’s most impressive and impactful
campaign—the effort to ensure that
knowledge of Irish was compulsory for
students in the National University of
Ireland—could not have succeeded as it did
in 1910 without a fully operational and
engaged membership, something only
achievable with the American money
supplementing branch dues and collections

from the annual Irish Language Week
(Seachtain na Gaeilge). 

The story of the trip itself makes enter-
taining reading. One follows Hyde from
New York, through New England, across
the Midwest, to the West Coast, back to the
Midwest and then South, before journeying

to southern Canada, and back to the East
Coast. Readers meet figures who shaped
early-twentieth-century America, as Hyde
dined (twice) with President Theodore
Roosevelt, met governors, senators, leading
church figures, university officials and
community leaders, and Irish-American
activists. He was part celebrity, part
diplomat, part tourist. Nowhere captured his
and Lucy’s hearts or imaginations more so
than San Francisco, which served as the hub
of their multi-week West Coast swing. The
depth of their affection for the city and the
measure of Hyde as a person can be found
in his response to the news of the Great
Earthquake of 1906, which hit San Fran-
cisco just weeks after they had moved east
again. After cabling the League executive in
Dublin for permission, he instructed Quinn
to send $5,000 to Fr. Peter Yorke—a cousin
to Major John MacBride, a stalwart support-
er of the League, and a fiery labor acti-
vist—for earthquake relief. (As Hyde notes
at the end of the text, that generosity was
reciprocated, and the Californians returned
that amount to him and the League a few
years later.) 

It is important, of course, to see the
book for what it was—a piece of campaign
literature reflecting back on events that

occurred three decades earlier. Hyde
published it on the eve of his nomination to
be Ireland’s first president, alongside
another memoir that detailed his early asso-
ciation with the Gaelic League, Mise agus
An Connradh go dtí 1905 (1937). As
evidence of his journey, therefore, one must
be cognizant that he was reconstructing
events from memory, albeit with reference
to his extensive diaries and correspondence.
The present edition, meanwhile, carries that
reconstruction further, with its notes and
illustrations affording modern-day readers
insights into Hyde the campaigner, as well
as offering his snapshots of American
society in the first decade of the twentieth
century. 

My American Journey should take an
honored place on the shelves of those
interested in the connections between Ire-
land and Irish-America, and especially
those with an interest in the Gaelic Revival
and its distinct manifestation in the US as
contrasted with (and in relationship to) its
home base in Ireland. Most important, it
will become a landmark in the burgeoning
research lifting Douglas Hyde to the place
he deserves in the historical consciousness. •

—Marquette University

Irish Settlements and SurvivalIrish Settlements and SurvivalIrish Settlements and SurvivalIrish Settlements and Survival
BY KAREN DEMPSEY 

IT IS NOT OFTEN we might use the term
“polymath,” but the late Rolf Loeber

was just such. Along with his academic
partner and wife Magda Stouthamer-
Loeber, he led a distinguished career in
psychology and criminology. Together they
also curated and maintained an academic
interest in Irish medieval and early modern
social history as expressed through archi-
tecture, landscape and literature. Over his
lifetime, Loeber published extensively on
these subjects, some of which are gathered
together in this book. These specially select-
ed essays concentrate on elite domestic
architecture over the period 1400-1700, as
well as on the broad cultural, political and
geographic trends which influenced their
creation, adoption and adaption. The open-
ing chapter is an architectural history of
Gaelic castles and settlements during the
period 1370–1600, followed by successive
chapters on the practices of English coloni-
zation in Ireland 1534–1609 (Chapter 2)
and its architectural impact and legacy
(Chapter 3), as well as the somewhat neg-
lected period in architectural history of
1660 to 1690 (Chapter 4). The last two
papers in this collection focus firmly on the
early modern era examining first the be-
ginnings of classicism in Ireland and a
contextual exploration of the Irish country
house after the Williamite War to the 1740s,
co-authored with Livia Hurley.

This book is a fine collection of pre-
viously published informative, well-re-
searched essays, some of which were no
longer in print or as easily accessible as
they deserved to be. The collation of these
articles preserves a legacy of scholarship
from a dedicated researcher that are of value
to academics, students and interested ama-
teurs. These papers are in and of themselves
works of reference where diverse material
from historical geography, archaeology,

history and literature are gathered together.
This is supported by excellent maps,
illustrations and photographs, indicating
Loeber’s comfort with both field work and
archival research. 

Rolf Loeber.
IRISH HOUSES AND CASTLES, 1400–1740 
DUBLIN: FOUR COURTS PRESS, 2019. HBK €55.

The articles in this collection all start
out with the same central question—what
are the research gaps and how can they be
approached? In each instance, Loeber
consistently gave himself a series of incred-
ibly tricky tasks from establishing a
material record of Gaelic-Irish castles to
exploring the material trace of colonialism
and its architectural legacy. Chapter 2 is a
stand-alone text having been originally
published as a monograph by the Group for
the Study of Irish Historic Settlement. It is
an account of English colonization in Ire-
land, 1534-1609. Through careful analysis
of geography and historical documentation,
this chapter outlines the practices of English
colonization in Ireland which are integrated
within political and cultural history. Owing
to the incredible level of detail and
description of the process of colonization
and plantations this chapter benefits most
from multiple readings. Helpfully there is a
list of featured buildings and their geo-
graphical locations. Indeed, most of the
appendices provided are neat and helpful
lists that will be used by future generations. 

Loeber was attuned to the life of settle-
ments outside the main buildings that tend
to dominate most scholarly focus. He
consistently reminded the reader throughout
the selected articles of the wider extent of
castle and house complexes but also of
different forms of settlement from crannógs
to turf and sod structures. Loeber was also
drawn to material culture beyond archi-
tecture, as evidenced by his publication with

Stouthamer-Loeber, on book ownership,
and their survival from the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries (Loeber & Stout-
hamer-Loeber, “The survival of books
formerly owned by members of Old English
and Gaelic Irish families in the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries” in T. Herron &
M. Potterton (eds), Dublin and the Pale in
the Renaissance (Dublin: Four Courts Press,
2011). His integrated or multi-disciplinary
scholarship is worth noting (and emulating).
Still relevant are his many excellent re-
search suggestions that will provide avenues
of enquiry for future students from the
understanding the stylistic links between
decorations used in ecclesiastical and
domestic Gaelic architecture and their need
to be compared to similar links in English
areas (21) or exploring the overlapping
colonists within Ireland and between Ireland
and America (104 figure 2.16). These show
his understanding of the different intersec-
tions and interactions of people, places and
things that occurred at a variety of scales.
Loeber has many research questions yet to
be pursued from regional studies of indi-
vidual lordships, as well as the border areas
between them, examining the chronology,
distribution and function of castles and
castle sites, excavations of earth and timber
castles, exploring the patronage of Gaelic
families and many more. We could lament
that more of these things have not
happened, but perhaps it is better to see this
as an exciting opportunity for greater and
further study.

While there are many positives to these
essays there are some points which perhaps
require unpicking. There is ongoing dualism
in which a Gaelic-Irish identity is opposed
to its supposedly corollary of Anglo-Nor-
man across a broad time range; for example,

Gaelic architecture in this chapter refers
to buildings of the native Irish, ex-
cluding Anglo-Normans or their descen-
dants. Thus, castles of such families as

the Barrys, Fitzgeralds, Burkes, and
Stauntons are not included in this
review, even if they adopted Irish
habits. Irish architecture of Gaels who
immigrated from Scotland is included
(1, note 1).

 This is not helpful. Culture, including
castle culture is not static—it moves around,
it is shaped and in turn reshapes. Excluding
castles that were seen as those of Anglo-
Norman descendants is like excluding men
from a gendered analysis. It is equally hard
to accept the terms “Gaelic-Irish,” “Old-
English,” “New-English,” “settlers” and so
on without qualification of how these labels
are being applied, what criteria are used in
their definition and how selection or exclu-
sion of the different families or dynasties
worked. That is not to deny the very real
shifting cultures norms that existed in
Ireland at this time. For the most part, by
1400, there had been many, many instances
of intermarriage and inter-cultural ex-
change, as indeed evidenced by the very
material Loeber presents. Of course, this
critique is made nearly twenty years after
his study was first published and it is not
intended to detract from the exceptional
detail given to the character of “Gaelic-
Irish” castles or residences.

While these essays were written over
the course of a lifetime, a clear thread runs
throughout the book. Loeber sets out the
different ways in which knowledge, styles
and design moved between people and
places, making interesting points about how
influences shifted over time. He draws
inspiration from the connectedness of archi-
tectural styles with manuscripts, contem-
porary images and tomb sculpture. He is
clear to point out that these exchanges are
not just from the top down suggesting
unsurprisingly that migration of styles was
partly aided by craftworkers from Scotland,
England and within Ireland (138). Later, he
moves beyond more typical explorations of


